A History of Guiding

Cast of Characters:


Actions:
Robert Baden Powell


The Founder

Agnes Baden Powell


Ladies. Ladies!

Olave Baden Powell (Soames)
World Chief Guide

Boy Scouts



Hooray

Girl Scouts



Our sisters in Guiding

Thinking Day



Happy Birthday! (or decide upon your own actions)

Robert Baden Powell retired from the Army, after serving in both India and South Africa.  He was impressed by the Boy's Brigade, and then decided that he too would start an organization to train and develop responsible young men.

In 1907 he ran an experimental camp on Brownsea Island, near Poole, Dorset.  The following year he published a handbook for boys called Scouting for Boys.  All over the British Isles boys met together to try out some of the ideas in the book.

Robert Baden Powell decided to find out just how many boys were meeting together and calling themselves Boy Scouts.  So in September 1909, boys were invited to attend a rally at Crystal Palace in London.  Robert Baden Powell was very proud as he watched more than 11,000 boys march past.  He was very surprised to see a group of girls who were also dressed in uniform, carrying staves.

He walked up to the group of girls, and asked what they were doing, and who they were?  We are Girl Scouts, they replied.  We want to be Scouts like our brothers.

Robert Baden Powell gave the situation a great deal of thought after the rally, and he asked his sister Agnes Baden Powell to organize a movement for girls, which would be called Girl Guides.  Agnes Baden Powell also wrote a book How Girls Can Help to Save the Empire.  In 1910 the first Girl Guide Company began with Agnes Baden Powell as the leader.

In 1912 Robert Baden Powell went on a world tour to visit Boy Scout troops that had sprung up all over the world.  He visited South Africa, the West Indies, Australia and New Zealand.  During the sea voyage he met Olave Soames, and by the end of the journey they were engaged.

Robert Baden Powell and Olave Soames were married in 1912.  The wedding gift from the Boy Scouts was a motor car, for which each boy contributed a penny.  Olave Baden Powell quickly became involved in her husband's Scouting activities, and became Chief Commissioner for the Girl Guides.

In 1920 Robert Baden Powell became World Chief Scout and in 1926 Olave Baden Powell became World Chief Guide.

Robert Baden Powell and Olave Baden Powell celebrated their birthdays on the same day – February 22.  A French Guider suggested that this day become special to everyone involved in Scouting and Guiding worldwide.  So from 1926 onwards, Thinking Day has been celebrated on that date all over the world.

Girl Guides in Canada are encouraged to give money to the World Friendship Fund on Thinking Day.  This is to help other Girl Guides and Girl Scouts around the world.

So now you have the following facts!  Girl Guides was founded in 1910 by Robert Baden Powell and his sister Agnes Baden Powell.  Robert Baden Powell married Olave Soames who became World Chief Guide.  They share the same birthday, so every year Girl Guides, Girl Scouts and Boy Scouts around the world celebrate Thinking Day.
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